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News from the Centre 
from the editorial team 

In the 20 years of its existence, this is the 44th 
newsletter describing the activities of the Eva Demaya 
Centre in Malawi. Twice a year Jacqueline writes about 
current developments and activities at and around the 
Centre. Loyal readers have been able to follow how 
the Centre was built, have read about the 
development of the many projects and activities and 
have been reminded that it never happened by itself. 
In addition to a brief look back at those 20 years, 
Jacqueline gives an update on current developments, 
such as the vaccination programme against Covid. We 
hope that, as ever, you enjoy reading this newsletter! 

Twenty years of Eva Demaya Centre  
From Jacqueline and the editorial team 

August 27, 2001 was the official founding day of the 
Eva Demaya Centre. On that day, the Ministry of 
Justice in Malawi registered the Eva Demaya Centre as 
a non-governmental organization and thus the 
existence of the Centre was established. All the while 
the clinic was being built, staff was recruited and 
various activities were initiated. It was an exciting 
start to a hugely ambitious project, in a country with 
an as yet unknown (to her) local language, culture and 
climate. Even allowing for the inevitable bumps along 
the road, an enormous amount has been achieved 
over the course of 20 years and the Centre has 
assisted tens of thousands of people in overcoming 
some of the more significant struggles in their daily 
lives. First and foremost, there was health-care (more 
than two hundred thousand patient visits have been 
registered in the outpatient clinic alone in 20 years), 
and in particular the care for and provision of 
information to HIV-infected and AIDS patients.  

         Consultation for HIV tests and advice 

Countless children who were born in the maternity 
Clinic at the Centre are now young adults themselves. 
Education has been promoted in many ways, through 

assistance in building primary schools and through 
direct financial support to secondary school students, 
as well as with the annual vocational training courses.  
Loyal readers of this newsletter know that there have 
been many more activities and projects, always 
initiated by a request for help from the local 
population. Extra attention was paid to the weak and 
elderly in the distribution of blankets and food aid, 
which was extended to a much larger part of the 
population in years of food shortages. The well-being 
of young people has been stimulated by the 
establishment of sports competitions, which have 
become a unique regional phenomenon in recent 
years.  

Employees of the Centre (in 2014) 

In order to provide all these services for the benefit of 
the local population, the Centre has employed an 
average of 60 people over the years. A smaller 
number of this workforce are employed at the Centre's 
office in the nearest major town, Mzuzu. Contacts are 
maintained by telephone and email with, for example, 
government agencies and suppliers. Transport is 
coordinated here, the purchase of medical supplies 
and all other essential materials for maintenance of 
the Centre are arranged and the accounting and 
financial administration and payments including 
salaries are carried out there. The office also provides 
reporting and accountability to the authorities that 
request this. For all these people, a steady job and a 
stable salary are of great importance; their earnings 
have allowed them to support both themselves and 
also a family and/or relatives. Many employees have 
been able to develop in a personal sense as well as to 
improve their financial situation. The board and 
management of the Eva Demaya Centre have every 
reason to be grateful for what they have been able to 
achieve over the past 20 years, with all the financial 
and other support of countless stakeholders, sponsors, 
interested parties and volunteers. The difficult but 
exciting years of its inception are over and the Centre 
has grown into a well-governed organization, one that 
is firmly rooted in the community of which it is a part 
and that will continue to work for that community, 
keeping to its goal of providing good medical care first 
and foremost.  
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First vaccinations against Covid  
From Jacqueline 

In the field of health-care, the Eva Demaya Centre has 
worked closely with the Ministry of Health since the 
inception of the health clinic. It was therefore quite 
logical that, when it became clear that vaccination 
against Covid-19 would become feasible in Malawi, the 
clinic was designated as a vaccination centre. Modest 
quantities of vaccines, donated through the WHO's 
COVAX program, have been arriving in Malawi with 
some regularity since March of this year. In August, 
for example, there was a delivery of approximately 
300,000 doses of Johnson & Johnson vaccines (known 
in the Netherlands as the Janssen vaccine, for which 1 
shot is sufficient) from the US.  

         Clients waiting for vaccinations 

The vaccines were distributed to all designated 
vaccination centres after arrival in Malawi. The Centre 
is able to keep the vaccines at the required 
temperature because it has a solar-powered cooling 
facility. 
Vaccinations are carried out on government-
designated National Vaccination Days, the first being 
in March this year. On these days, the nurses and 
other staff of the Centre have been working flat-out to 
vaccinate around a hundred clients a day. 

Vaccination of the Paramount Chief 

And on August 9, among the candidates for 
vaccination was the new Paramount Chief, the most 
senior traditional administrator in the area of Luviri. 
His arrival at the Centre will hopefully motivate many 
people to follow his example and get vaccinated. It is 
very unlikely that Malawi will get enough vaccines to 
ensure full coverage for everyone, but the next round 
of vaccinations in September will certainly continue. 

Vocational education  
From Jacqueline 

This year Centre staff will again be providing 
vocational training for young people who have grown 
up under difficult circumstances. The present intake of 
four young women, Molesi Bota, Flora Mkandawire, 
Frale Munthali and Lucy Gondwe, are being trained as 
dressmakers. The six-month training course provides 
for all their needs and the students stay at the Centre 
during their training. This year for the first time the 
instruction is fully catered for by Chancy Chirambo, a 
certified instructor who herself was trained as a 
dressmaker in 2005 by Eva Demaya.  

New session of lessons for dressmaking students 

Six young men are taking part in the bicycle-repair 
training programme. This training was developed by 
the Centre itself and is very successful as there is a 
high demand for bicycle repairers. As part of their 
training, all students receive a week-long series of 
lessons in business management. The knowledge they 
gain will help them to set up their own business. And 
at the end of the training every young person receives 
a starter-pack which allows them to put what they 
have learned directly into practice and earn an income 
in their own village. 
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Support for secondary school students  
From Jacqueline 

The new school year starts in September in Malawi. 
Many young people have fallen behind in their learning 
performance owing to the Covid measures and will 
have to repeat a school year.  
This is disastrous for young people in secondary school 
whose parents have little financial means. If the 
school fees cannot be paid, they cannot continue their 
studies and will drop out for good. The Eva Demaya 
Centre will therefore support 40 vulnerable young 
people in the next two school years by paying their 
school fees so that they can complete their last school 
years – and thus have a better chance for the future. 

Thank You  
From Jacqueline 

Although the joy of the 20th anniversary of the Eva 
Demaya Centre is somewhat dampened by the Covid 
pandemic, we will still be paying attention to this 
milestone in the coming months. And during the 
scaled-back festivities, our gratitude to all of you who 
have supported us from the Netherlands will certainly 
be central. So, on behalf of all Malawian children, 
young people and the elderly, who have been 
supported by you over the past twenty years, our 
sincere thanks! 

From the board in the Netherlands 

Congratulations to the Centre 

There is reason enough to reflect on the 20th 
anniversary of the Eva Demaya Centre, which you 
have read about in the preceding section of this 
newsletter. Reason enough for a party, were it not for 
the fact that the Covid-19 still makes it necessary in 
Malawi to be very careful with large gatherings. In any 
case, the Board of the Eva Demaya Foundation 
congratulates Jacqueline and the Board and all 
employees in Malawi on these 20 years and 
participates with the celebrations in spirit…  

         Festivities at the 15th anniversary of the Centre in 2016 

Your donations remain welcome and will be used for 
the day-to-day running of the outpatient clinic, HIV 
and AIDS check-ups, the Maternity Centre, vocational 
training and other activities of the Centre. You can 
transfer an amount directly to the bank (account 
number NL90RABO 0142 2365 19) of the Eva Demaya 
Foundation. Or you can donate via the website using 
the 'donate button'; after choosing an amount and 
entering your email address, you will be directly linked 
to your bank for a transfer via IDEAL. Thank you very 
much for your support and our very best wishes to you 
all.  

Pub quiz? Alas not!  
From the Activities Committee 

The Board of the Eva Demaya Foundation has decided 
that the previously planned Eva Demaya pub quiz on 
Friday 5 November will - unfortunately - not take 
place. At the time the activities committee was to start 
organising this, there was still uncertainty about the 
impact of existing or possible new COVID measures. 
Circumstances permitting, a new date will be sought. 


