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News from the Centre 
from the editorial team 

Since our last newsletter appeared, the world has 
become a very different place. Malawi has not been 
spared from the consequences of the Covid-19 
pandemic, and Jacqueline updates us below on how 
the situation impacts on the Centre and its work. 
Healthcare and educational opportunity are as 
important as ever during this emergency as the 
Covid-19 virus puts huge strain on the health sector 
and has closed schools.  
As ever, we hope you enjoy the read!  

Secondary schooling for Esther and 
Junior now within reach 
From Jacqueline 

Esther Mfune is a girl of 15 and is in the last year at 
her primary school at Chipeleka, a village close to the 
Centre. 
She is the youngest of the four children in her family. 
Her father earns a modest income as a carpenter, but 
the family survives mainly on the crops they can 
grow on their land, such as maize and beans. Esther 
helps to work and maintain the land, and also helps 
with household tasks such as foraging for firewood 
and cooking the family meals.   

As elsewhere, the COVID-19-pandemic has resulted 
in the closing of all schools here. Esther is now 
hoping that she will be able to successfully complete 
her primary education in the next school year.      

The Head Teacher of her school describes her as a 
quiet, respectful and hard-working pupil who always 
does well in her tests. On the basis of her good 
performances, the  Head Teacher expects her to be 
selected to attend a government secondary school; 
the great advantage of this is that the school fees are 
affordable for families like Esther’s who have modest 
means.  
If she is not selected for a government school, the 
remaining option is to go to a private school. This 
however is not a realistic alternative for the family as 
the fees are well beyond their means. All of this 
means that being selected for a government school 
becomes crucial for Esther: otherwise she will simply 
not be able to continue her schooling. 

Junior Gondwe is a classmate of Esther in the final 
year of his primary school. Junior is 14 and is the 
third of five children who live with their parents in the 
village of Chibojora. 
The family depends on the small income they get 
from growing food on their small parcel of land. 
Junior is an outstanding pupil, top of his class, and is 
described by his teacher as an especially hard-
working boy. At home too, Junior works hard at his 
lessons and is part of a friendship circle which 
prioritises reading and learning. For his last school 
tests, just before the pandemic shut everything 
down, including the schools, Junior achieved the 
highest marks of all the nine schools in the wider 
area.   
Everyone is hoping that Junior will also be selected to 
attend a government secondary as soon as schools 
are able to reopen.  

Esther at home in Chipeleka  

Junior misses the lessons at his school 
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Two years ago, in May 2018, the Eva Demaya Centre 
began construction of a secondary school, in 
partnership with the local community and with the 
financial aid of Dutch donors. This is a large-scale, 
all-inclusive project, comprising classrooms, teachers’ 
houses, and administration blocks. An entire campus 
has been built to accommodate the pupils, with 
hostels, a central cooking area and washing/sanitary 
facilities. The new school has a mains water supply 
(not a given in Malawi!) and all buildings are fully 
wired to use mains electricity. 

 Inspection of one of the classrooms 

In September the Centre will be handing over the 
school to the Malawian Ministry of Education; it will 
then become a government secondary school, 
meaning that the school fees are pegged at a level 
that most families can afford. Between 50 and 80 
pupils will be selected to attend the school each year, 
and when it reaches its fully functioning state it will 
have a roll of 400 pupils.  
The opening of this school will enormously increase 
the chances of young people like Esther and Junior 
getting a decent secondary education. And secondary 
education, for both boys and girls, is absolutely 
crucial to being able to compete in the jobs market in 
present-day Malawi, as well as promoting self-
development and allowing young people to play a 
fuller part in Malawian society generally.   

COVID-19 wreaking havoc also in 
Malawi
From Jacqueline 

The COVID-19-virus has been spreading rapidly in 
Malawi since the middle of July. People have become 
aware of the dangers of infection, while social 
distancing and the wearing of face masks are 
becoming more common. The economic effects of 
new rules to restrict activity are being seen and felt; 

business has ground to a halt and there is very little 
money circulating. As in other countries, people have 
lost their jobs and a huge number are struggling 
desperately to make ends meet.  
In government stores and in health centres there is a 
serious lack of equipment and supplies: there are not 
enough Corona test kits, and very little testing is 
carried out in Malawi. It’s therefore not clear how 
many people are infected with Covid and how many 
have died from it. In the area around the Centre we 
definitely notice more sick people and more funerals 
than normal.  

Clinic sources its own medicine 
supplies 
from Jacqueline 

A large number of patients from Malawi’s Northern 
Region are being treated at our outpatients clinic at 
the Centre. The usual supply of medicines from 
Government sources has been seriously disrupted for 
several months throughout the country by a 
combination of economic difficulties, reduced trade 
worldwide and delivery issues, the latter two as a 
result of Covid-19. Employees at the Centre have 
however managed, not without some major effort, to 
source all necessary medicines and make them 
available at the clinic. As a result, more patients are 
coming to the Centre and our clinic has been busier 
than normal in the last few months. 

 Young girl with malaria being treated at the Centre’s clinic 

Most patients being treated at the Eva Demaya 
Centre’s clinic are suffering from malaria or 
respiratory problems. Those with clear Covid-19 
symptoms are referred to the district hospital. 
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Thank You 
from Jacqueline 

As mentioned earlier, the construction of the new 
secondary school in Luviri has been a huge project for 
us, with the involvement of a large number of people. 
The experience has been extremely positive for 
everyone, thanks to excellent teamwork, competent 
management of the project, and the blessing of 
having the right manpower, materials and finance at 
our disposal. The end result is a splendid new school 
which will offer 400 more pupils each year the chance 
to continue their education.   

Hard work is now going on in the background to have 
the school officially opened, so that the first pupils 
can be admitted as soon as possible after the Covid-
19 restrictions are lifted and lessons can begin. On 
behalf of Esther and Junior and all their fellow-pupils 
now and in the future, I offer here my sincere thanks 
to everyone who by one means or another has 

contributed to the successful completion of this 
superb secondary school – and allowed us to realise a 
long-held dream. 


