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News from the Centre 
from the editorial team 

 

The work of the Eva Demaya Centre is Northern 

Malawi has as its aim the continuing 

improvement in the living conditions of the 

people in the area. For several years now, 

projects have been initiated and carried out to 

the benefit of both communities and individuals.  

In all these years, it has become clear that one 

of the best ways to boost peoples’ chances of 

improving their lives is ensuring a good 

education for the young people.  

This is why for many years now the Centre has 

been providing its own vocational training for 

scores of young people. We also support a 

number of students each year at school or 

university by paying their school or college fees. 

In this 40th edition of the newsletter, Jacqueline 

illustrates the various ways in which the Centre 

promotes education for these young people. 

 

 

Christina receives a scholarship for 

teacher-training 
from Jacqueline 
 

Two important criteria we set for students 

receiving a scholarship are serious commitment 

and good school results.  

 

 
 

 

Christina Zgambo is someone who fulfilled both 

criteria. She was born in 1995, the youngest of 

a family of 7 children. Her father had a steady 

job at a sugar-refining plant in Malawi but lost 

his post in 1996. He was unable to find another 

job, so the whole family had to return to their 

native village of Mwazisi. 

Christina’s parents had no other option but to 

return to the life of subsistence farming. In 

Malawi, secondary and tertiary education is 

extremely expensive in proportion to average 

incomes, given that most people have to live 

from the proceeds of their farming. Christina’s 

parents thus had huge difficulties in ensuring 

the continuing education of their children. Their 

eldest son was, however, able, after completing 

his secondary schooling, to follow a further four-

year training course at a technical college. And 

the other children were – just about – able to 

complete their secondary education.   

But by the time it was Christina’s turn to begin 

her secondary education, in 2008, the family’s 

financial situation was desperate: she had to 

wait until her two elder sisters had completed 

their secondary education before there was 

enough money for her to begin her own studies.   

 

 
 

 

By this time Christina was 16; the school was 8 

kilometres away from her parents’ house, so 

that she had to walk 16 kilometres a day to 

attend school. In addition, as the youngest child 

at home, she had to help with household chores 

such as cooking the family’s meals on the wood 

stove, and washing clothes. It was not easy 

picking up the thread of studying again after all 

these years away from school, and in the 

beginning this was reflected in her school 

results. All the same, she seemed to perform 

outstandingly well in physics and chemistry. 

The head teacher of her school recognised that 

she deserved a chance and with his help she 

Christina Zgambo (middle) with her fellow-students 

 

Students at the teacher-training course 
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received a scholarship allowing her to redo her 

last two school years at a boarding school. In 

2016 she completed her secondary education 

with outstanding results.     . 

Christina was an active student with a keenly 

developed sense of social commitment and 

showed leadership qualities. These attributes led 

her, via an initiative by UNICEF, to be chosen as 

a youth delegate from her region to make 

month-long working visits to the Malawi 

National Parliament; alongside this she received 

courses in computing. Such privileges, however, 

were not enough to lead to a good job and it 

looked as if her abilities might remain untapped. 

Since Christina had always expressed the wish 

to become a teacher, the Eva Demaya Centre, 

starting in 2017, began supporting her in this 

career option. At the time of this writing she is 

studying biology and agriculture at Nalikule 

College; in September she will enter her third 

year of study there. 

The Eva Demaya Centre management has full 

confidence in Christina’s abilities and sees in her 

the potential to develop into an outstanding 

teacher. She will then in her turn be able to 

stand as a source of inspiration to her own 

students. 

 
 

More scholarships for vocational 
training  
from Jacqueline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In previous years the Eva Demaya Centre has 

given financial support to a number of young 

people wishing to follow professional training 

courses.  

In 2014, for example, Chimemwe Mkandawire 

from Chikwawa followed a nurse training course 

and now works at a government hospital in the 

capital, Lilongwe. In 2015, Vitumbiko Myota 

from Jumbi also enrolled in a nurse-training 

programme with our support; she is now on 

work placement and is expected to graduate in 

January next year. In 2016, Tobias Munthali 

from Kamphenda started a teacher-training 

course which he has now successfully 

completed, and he will start his first job as a 

teacher this coming September. 

 

 

Building and maintenance of 
schools  
from Jacqueline 

 

Effective education delivery is impossible 

without the minimum provision of adequate 

school buildings. In the past 15 years, the Eva 

Demaya Centre has made a huge contribution in 

the building and maintenance of large numbers 

of schools in our work area, including the 

construction of three primary schools, and the 

building of 2 classrooms for a secondary school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, the Centre helps structurally with 

maintenance work on several primary and 

secondary schools; every year the grass roofs of 

many small primary schools in remote areas are 

repaired and in some cases teaching materials 

are donated. Presently a secondary school is 

Students who have received a study grant 
(Not the ones named in the story) 

 

A school without a roof. The Centre will 
provide a new roof of iron sheets. 

 

http://www.evademaya.nl/


  

Newsletter 40 
September 2019  

  

 

 

Newsletter 40      September 2019  
    

Eva Demaya Centre  Luviri, Malawi.                  See www.evademaya.nl                   email: evademaya@africa-online.net 

 

 

 

being built for the district of Luviri where 400 

students will be housed each year. This is by 

some margin the largest education project 

which Eva Demaya has so far been in charge of. 

Building work began last year and entails the 

construction of 4 large classrooms, 6 teachers’ 

houses, an administration office and all 

necessary sanitary facilities. 

 

 

Centre celebrates 20 years of 

existence 
from Jacqueline 

 

This year on 3rd August was the 20th 

anniversary of the day that village heads in 

Rumphi District made land available for the 

establishment of the Eva Demaya Centre. The 

first phase was the construction of the health 

centre. Initially, a total of 1.2 hectares of land 

were made available. It quickly became clear to 

the village headmen that the Eva Demaya 

Centre would be playing a major positive role in 

their locality and they readily gave permission 

for further expansion; the present Centre is now 

spread over an area of 12.6 hectares. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 
from Jacqueline 

 

Because of the large number of projects and 

activities which the Eva Demaya Centre has 

been able to carry out over the years, many 

thousands of young people have been able to 

benefit from a decent education, and in better 

conditions than before. Without the Centre, 

hundreds of them would never have been able 

to get a secondary school education. The name 

‘Vitumbiko’ means ‘Blessings’; and that is what 

Christina, Chimemwe, Tobias, Vitumbiko and all 

the other young people who are being 

supported in their studies or in their vocational 

training have experienced: a blessing. Our 

sincere thanks go to all those who, by 

sponsoring our work, have made this support 

possible! 

 View of some of the Centre buildings 
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