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News from the Centre 
from the editorial team 

 
In this 39th edition of the Eva Demaya newsletter, 
Jacqueline updates her regular readers on events and 
activities in and around the Eva Demaya Centre. She 
pays tribute to the lately deceased Paramount Chief of 
the area where the Centre operates, and informs us of 
progress with the building of the Luviri district school. 

There is also an annual overview in figures of all the 
activities carried out by the Centre in 2018 in the 
areas of healthcare, education, community assistance 

and sport. 
As ever, we hope that you will find this newsletter an 
interesting read!  

 

 

Chief Chikulamayembe 
from Jacqueline 

In Malawi, village chiefs fulfil an important function. As 
traditional leaders they maintain order in the villages, 
arbitrate in disputes and are the authority on land 

ownership. They are also custodians of local tradition, 
of language and of culture. There is a village chief for 
every 150 inhabitants of a given community. Larger 
areas comprising clusters of villages have a group 
village headman or woman to whom the village chiefs 

answer.  
Still higher on the ladder of traditional authority in 

Northern Malawi are the Senior Group Village Heads 
and then the Principal Group Village Heads. All of 
these leaders fall under the responsibility of the Chief. 
Malawians in rural areas identify much more closely 
with their Chief than with the central government or 
even their nation. For most people, the Chief is the 
most important authority in their lives. 

Sadly, the Chief of the area where the Eva Demaya 
Centre is situated passed away recently. Chief 
Chikulamayembe presided over his area for nearly 40 
years and was a very prominent person who took his 
responsibilities as traditional leader extremely 
seriously. For several years he was also Chair of the 

Council of Traditional Leaders for the Office of 
President and Cabinet. This made him very well-known 
throughout Malawi, and his pleasant manner made 
him a popular figure during official or public functions. 
 
It was Chief Chikulamayembe who in August 1999 
made land available for the construction of the Eva 

Demaya Centre. In July of that year, Jacqueline and 
her husband John had first met Chikulamayembe and 
explained their vision of creating a Centre. They and 
their idea were warmly welcomed and a month later 
he indicated the spot where the Centre should be 
established. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

In 2001, Chief 
Chikulamayembe 
became the Centre’s 
patron and he 
remained so until his 
recent death. It was 
also Chief Chikula-

mayembe who 
officially opened the 

Centre in 2002 in a 
vibrant and joyous 
ceremony of music 
and dancing for the 

many invited guests.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
In the year that followed, the Chief was present at 
every important event or milestone in the Centre’s 
history, such as our ten- and fifteen-year jubilees. It 
was at such events that many of our visitors and 

volunteers made their acquaintance with the Chief and 
his colourful and venerable retinue. 
It was a source of great encouragement and 
inspiration for both Jacqueline and the Centre 
employees to see how warmly the Chief welcomed the 
Centre from the very beginning and throughout our 
existence and how he supported us in our work. 

Chikulamayembe was the highest authority in a huge 
area with a population of some 250,000 inhabitants; 
he was a leader who enjoyed the respect and 

admiration of his subjects. 

       The Chief and his retinue at the 15th year jubilee 
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When he died, 
aged 86, he 
was given a 

state burial 
with all the 
attendant 
honours, with 
the State 
President in 
attendance. 

His passing 
leaves a huge 

gap and he will 
be missed by 
many, both in 
his villages 

and at the 
Centre. 
 
 

 

 
 

Construction of  
Luviri Secondary School 
from Jacqueline 
 

In May of last year Eva Demaya began the 
construction of a brand-new secondary school. This 
project is being carried out in cooperation with the 
chiefs and inhabitants of Rumphi District, together 
with the Ministry of Education. After completion of the 

building the school will be managed by the 
government, and the expectation is that more than 
400 pupils will be able to receive secondary education 
there. Building work will take two years and the 
finance for the project has been provided by the Eva 
Demaya Centre, supported by the Dutch organisation 
Wilde Ganzen (Wild Geese) and a number of other 

backers in the Netherlands.  So far progress is good 

and can be followed via the website 
http://www.evademaya.nl/category/schoolbouwproject/ 
 

Vocational training: first-ever female 
carpenter graduates! 
from Jacqueline 
 

Each year our Centre provides vocational training for 
young people. Last year for the first time we trained a 
young woman in carpentry, which is something of a 

unique development here: village life is extremely 
‘traditional’ and gender roles and identities are rigid. 
On this occasion, however, Jacqueline and those 
responsible for nominating candidates for the training 
thought the time was ripe to give a young woman the 

chance of training to be a carpenter. Pyela Chisale 
accepted the challenge and has now successfully 

completed her training. Armed with her diploma from 
Eva Demaya and a basic set of tools and materials, 
she has been able to start up her own business as a 
carpenter. 
 

 

 
 

Thank You 
from Jacqueline 
 

Chief Chikulamayembe was always extremely grateful 
for all the work that the Eva Demaya 

Centrum carried out in his area. As the Centre’s 
patron, he followed all the projects and activities 
which we carried out in the community with the 
greatest of interest. It’s therefore on behalf of the 
Chief, as well as the many men, women and children 
who have been helped by the work of Eva Demaya, 

that I offer my sincere thanks for such tremendous 
support!

Pyela learns the ins and outs of carpentry 
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Annual overview 2018 

 

The table below gives a breakdown of the major areas of assistance given by  
the Eva Demaya Centre in 2018. 

Outpatient care 

People treated at our outpatients clinic 
N.B. This figure is nearly four times the total for the previous year, resulting 

from the need to treat the serious malaria outbreak in 2018 
14,115 

Babies delivered 53 

Antenatal check-ups (new) 209 

Children vaccinated each month 300 

Newly registered patients treated at the Centre’s AIDS clinic 36 

People treated for HIV/AIDS 409 

People tested for HIV/AIDS 1,780 

Percentage of people who tested negative for HIV/AIDS 96.7% 

 
Healthcare beyond the outpatients clinic 

Patients receiving homeopathic treatment at the Centre 2,751 

Patients receiving homeopathic treatment in the villages 
(via 11 homeopathic assistants, 9 homeopathic health 
workers and 8 First Aid workers) 

4,800 

 
Other forms of assistance 

People attending HIV/AIDS education meetings 2,058 

People helped with family planning 264 

Patients, under-nourished children and elderly people 
receiving food packages 

1,944 

Orphans and other needy people receiving blankets for the 
cold period (June-August) 

200 

Families receiving help each month with food, soap, 
clothing, and/or cash (in specific periods of need) 

9 

 

Education 

Orphans at secondary school having their school fees paid 40 

Teenage orphans receiving a 6-month vocational training 
course in tailoring, carpentry, tinsmithing and bicycle repair 

10 

Support with college fees to students in higher education 

(teacher-training)  
2 

Schools helped through maintenance to buildings and 
supply of rolls of plastic sheeting to make the grass roofs 
watertight, or through the supply of learning and sports 

items. 

30 

Children at our Nursery School, receiving a daily meal of 
porridge or fruit 

64 

 
Sport 

Teams participating in sports competitions organised by Eva 
Demaya 

123 

 
Work 

Centre employees 57 
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