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News from the Centre 
From the editorial team 

From Malawi, Jacqueline updates her faithful readers 
on the many activities being carried out by the Eva 
Demaya Centre. Alongside the various health projects, 
support for education is one of the core activities of 
the Centre. In recent years primary education 
provision has been given a boost by the building of 
schools in a number of communities. A similar boost to 
the provision secondary education is the obvious next 
step. The addition of new classroom blocks at 
Kamphenda School gives the young people of the area 
a chance to obtain a national diploma in secondary 
education. Needless to say, the opening of these new 
facilities was celebrated with tremendous gusto. 
We hope you enjoy reading this 37th edition of the 
newsletter. 

The Centre promotes secondary school 
education  
From Jacqueline

In addition to our day-to-day projects in healthcare 
and our projects providing recurring assistance, such 
as orphan care, the Eva Demaya Centre carries out 
building projects in the local community on an as-
needed basis. Mostly this involves the construction of 
a school or a bridge. Such projects are started on the 
basis of an urgent request from the community 
involved, and provided the Centre is able to source the 
necessary funds. 

 The new school blocs are nice looking and functional 

In the past year we had such a request from the 
community at Kamphenda. Their secondary school had 
only one classroom block, which meant that there was 
only provision for the first two years of secondary 
education. 

Young people whose parents didn’t have the means to 
let them continue their studies away from home 
simply abandoned their secondary education. Girls in 

particular were affected, with large numbers of them 
stopping prematurely and thus failing to obtain their 
all-important secondary school certificate. 

  The students are very happy with their new classrooms 

With the Eva Demaya Centre’s construction of two new 
classroom blocks, all young people in the  
Kamphenda area are now able to finish their 
secondary school studies in their home community, 

Studies have shown that completing one’s secondary 
education successfully in Malawi gives young people a 
huge advantage both economically and socially. Those 
with a full secondary education behind them tend to 
marry at a later age than peers who have not 
completed their secondary school studies; they have 
fewer children on average and have a greater chance 
of finding paid work. They are also much better 
adjusted to the demands of modern society and are 
better able to assist their own communities. 

Given that the successful completion of secondary 
education is a core condition for improving the living 
situation of young people in the villages, the Eva 
Demaya Centre each year supports 40 secondary 
school students by paying their school fees (15 Euros 
per term per student). The students who are helped 
by this programme study at government secondary 
schools for which they have been selected following 
successful completion of their primary school studies. 
There are eight of these schools in the catchment area 
of the Eva Demaya Centre. 

One of the students whose school fees are now paid 
by the Eva Demaya Centre is 19-year-old Daniel 
Mkandawire from Mwanachombo village. 
Daniel comes from a family of three children and grew 
up with his grandmother. On finishing his primary 
school education he was selected for Lundu Secondary 
School. 
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     Daniel studies at Lundu secondary school 

His father, however, could not afford the school fees 
for the secondary school, so Daniel, determined to 
continue his education at secondary level, looked for 
odd jobs to be able to pay his way. He scraped enough 
money together in this way to pay for his first year, 
but having to work as well as study had a negative 
impact on his school performance. 

In his second year Daniel’s school fees were paid by 
the Eva Demaya Centre and his school performance 
improved markedly. His family is however so poor that 
they can’t afford to help him buy the compulsory 
school uniform or the textbooks and notebooks he 
needs. His dilemma is that if he again resorts to 
looking for casual jobs to pay for all this, it will leave 
him less time for his studies.  

    Chimemwe is happy to be back at school 

Another student whose school fees are paid by the Eva 
Demaya Centre is Chimemwe Gondwe. Chimemwe is 
22 and comes from Kabogodo village. She got married 
very young and had a child when she was 16. When 
her marriage broke up, she went to live with her 

mother. Though she very much wanted to go back to 
school, finding the school fees was a huge problem. 
Eva Demaya decided to support her, and now she is in 
Form Three. She is a serious student and performs 
well in class. Chimemwe’s ambition is to become a 
nurse so that she can take care of young mothers and 
their new-born babies.  

Chimemwe attends Kamphenda Secondary School and 
is one of the first students to benefit from the addition 
of the two new school blocks built at her school by the 
Eva Demaya Centre. Without these two new 
classrooms, Chimemwe would have had to move far 
from home to continue her school studies, something 
that would have been impossible for financial reasons. 
Now, following the construction of the new 
classrooms, and thanks to her school fees being paid, 
Chimemwe has the chance to follow her dream of 
getting the education that will allow her to become a 
nurse. 

Projects 
From Jacqueline

The Eva Demaya Centre offers help directly and 
indirectly to the entire population of its catchment 
area, a total of more 80,000 people. Through the 
various projects and activities which have been carried 
out in the past year, over 21,000 people have been 
directly helped, in healthcare, food security, orphan 
care, and assistance to those in need. In addition, 
schools have been supported either through 
maintenance work on the buildings or by the donation 
of materials or money. The broad range of Eva 
Demaya’s assistance has meant a better life for the 
people in the Rumphi West area and the Eva Demaya 
Centre continues to be a fully integrated part of the 
daily lives of the people here.  

Thank you 
From Jacqueline

On behalf of Daniel, Chimemwe and the 38 other 
students who through your help are able to study this 
year, our sincere thanks. On behalf of all the young 
people from Kamphenda who are now able to 
complete their secondary education in their home area 
because of these beautiful new classroom blocks, and 
on behalf of the tens of thousands of people whom we 
have been able to support in the past year, I offer you 
also my sincerest thanks!  

Working in Malawi requires hard work and persistence. 
What gives us the energy and the capacity to keep 
going with this work is the support we get from you in 
the Netherlands and elsewhere. For this, my grateful 
thanks!  
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2017 Overview from the Centre in figures

Outpatient care 

People treated at our outpatients clinic 3607

Babies delivered 68

Women attending the antenatal clinic 189

Children vaccinated  300
Newly registered patients treated at the Centre’s 
AIDS clinic 30

People tested for HIV/AIDS 1953
Percentage of people who tested negative for 
HIV/AIDS 97%

Health care beyond the outpatients clinic 
Patients receiving homeopathic treatment at the 
Centre 2250

Patients receiving homeopathic treatment in the 
villages (via 10 homeopathic assistants, 9 
homeopathic health workers and 8 First Aid 
workers)  

4500

Other forms of assistance 

People attending HIV/AIDS education meetings 4227

People helped with family planning 322
Patients, under-nourished children and elderly 
people receiving food packages 2737

Orphans and other needy people receiving 
blankets for the cold period (June-August) 100

Help to families with food, in total 400 bags of 
maiz à 50 kilos. 790

Education 
Orphans at secondary school having their school 
fees paid 40

Teenage orphans receiving a 6-month vocational 
training course in tailoring, carpentry, tin-smithing 
and bicycle repair 

10

Schools helped through maintenance to buildings 
and supply of rolls of plastic sheeting to make the 
grass roofs watertight, or through the supply of 
learning and sports items. 

29

Children at our Nursery School, receiving a daily 
meal of porridge or fruit  30

Sport 
Teams participating in sports competitions 
organised by Eva Demaya  158

Werkgelegenheid 

Centre employees  57


