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News from the Centre 
By the editor  

The Eva Demaya Centre in Malawi is 15 years young! 
In this newsletter Jacqueline Kouwenhoven looks back 
on how it began and what has been achieved in those 
15 years. It’s obviously been hard work, but with great 
results. The actual figures for 2015, which are also in 
this newsletter, underline how much the Centre means 
to the inhabitants of Rumphi District.  
Have fun reading this newsletter. 

Centre in Malawi 15 years young 
By Jacqueline

Fifteen years ago, in 2001, we laid the first stone for 
the building of the Eva Demaya Centre, here in 
northern Malawi.  When I look back on the last fifteen 
years, the overriding feeling I have is one of gratitude 
for everything we have achieved both as a Centre in 
Malawi and as a Foundation in the Netherlands.  

Start to building the clinic in 2001 

While we were busy with the construction of our 
Centre, our chief attention was devoted to defining the 
Centre’s core objectives: helping the local population 
to improve their living situation. To this end, in the 
course of the Centre’s evolution a variety of projects 
have been initiated and carried out: healthcare, 
orphan care, community assistance, environmental 
protection, sport and cultural exchange. As a Centre, 
we carry out projects and activities for which the 
communities express a real need and where that need 
is not already being met by other organisations or 
bodies. 

   Employees of the  Centre in  2015      

There are about seventy-five thousand people living in 
the area which our Centre serves, and each one of 
them knows Eva Demaya. The lives of a great number 
of people have been significantly changed for the 
better through the work of the Centre: patients have 
been treated and cured, teenage orphans have 
received useful vocational training, school students 
have been able to complete their secondary schooling, 
farmers have had better harvests, families have been 
able to plan the arrival of children, people have 
received HIV/AIDS information, the local youth have 
been kept usefully active through sport, women have 
been able to give birth safely, vulnerable children in 
the villages now have a blanket to sleep under in the 
cold season, primary pupils are now able to attend 
newly built schools, and where the need exists people 
are supported by food packages. 

Visiting the clinic                                                                                     
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In parallel with our building efforts in Malawi, our 
foundation in the Netherlands has been highly 
effective with fund-raising. The Foundation has made 
the work of our centre possible so that we here in the 
north of Malawi are able to answer many of the 
numerous requests for assistance from the local 
population. You may rest assured that everyone who 
has been the recipient of all this help from Eva 
Demaya – fifteen years’ worth! - is extremely grateful. 

Village council meeting 

Micro Credit Program concluded 
By Jacqueline

At the end of 2015 we terminated the Micro-credit 
project. This project began on a  small scale in 2001 
when people were assisted with maize which was 
provided on credit. Since that time, the micro-credit 
project has greatly assisted a large number of people 
in different ways, in particular by providing fertiliser 
for the production of various crops. Hundreds of 
families have improved their economic situation after 
the provision of fertiliser or seed allowed them to 
improve their harvests. In the  course of the past few 
years, however, other organisations offering loans 
have come into the area. The Centre has therefore 
decided to close down the project and we are now 
concentrating our efforts on addressing the (many) 
other requests for assistance from the population. 

Food shortages 
By Jacqueline

Distribution of food packages 

At the moment of writing there are serious food 
shortages in Malawi as a result of a very poor rainy 
season last year. The government here does not have 
the capacity to deal adequately with the consequences 
of big changes in the climate; the country is simply 
not developed enough to be self-sufficient in food 
supply. The international community is currently 
supporting the people of Malawi and the World Food 
Programme is distributing large quantities of food to 
2.4 million people. On a small scale we are also doing 
our bit to supply food to the neediest of our population 

Thank you 
By Jacqueline

Here in Malawi, whenever we really want to thank 
someone we go down on our knees to do so. And 
that’s what I do for all of you here: After fifteen years 
of magnificent financial and moral support for our 
centre, I kneel before you on behalf of everyone here 
and express my sincerest thanks. Together we have 
made all this possible and so together we can look 
back on fifteen years of effective development help 
though which the people here in Northern Malawi have 
really been helped and have seen their living 
conditions materially improved.
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Factuals 2015 

Underneath you find a summary of all the activities of the Centre in 
2015.  

 6557 people were treated at our outpatients clinic 
 103 babies were delivered 
 199 women attended the antenatal clinic (796 visits in total) 
 3245 patients received homeopathic treatment 
 11 Homeopathy Assistants, 8 homeopathic health workers and 8 

First Aid workers were active in the villages, with more than 
1900 patients being treated  

 An average of 40 children were vaccinated each month  
 1505 people were helped with family planning  
 1460 people attended HIV/AIDS education meetings  
 907 people were tested for HIV/AIDS. Over 97% tested negative 
 224 registered patients were treated at the Centre’s AIDS clinic 
 2163 patients, under-nourished children and elderly people 

received food packages 
 For the cold period (July-August) 100 orphans and other needy 

people received blankets 
 Every month about 10 families in need were assisted with food 

packages, soap, clothing or cash 
 At our Nursery School an average of 33 children received a daily 

meal of porridge or fruit 
 35 orphans at secondary school had their school fees paid  
 10 teenage orphans received a 6-month-long vocational training 

course in tailoring, carpentry, tin-smithing and bicycle repair 
 The Centre ran several sports tournaments in which 124 teams 

participated 
 30 schools received learning and sports materials and some 

received plastic sheeting to make their grass roofs waterproof 
 In Kasongwe over 250 pupils are now receiving an education in 

their newly built primary school. 
 The newly built bridge at Vuvu is being used by over 4000 people 
 7 churches were helped with building materials 
 The midwife Sanne Manting worked as a volunteer at our 

maternity clinic for 6 months 
 In 2015 the Centre gave work to a total of 64 people 


